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Sponsor Information
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About Agile Austin

Thank you for your interest in sponsoring Agile Austin.  Agile Austin is a 501(c)(6) tax exempt organization.  Our mission statement sets out the guiding principles for our organization:
Agile Austin’s mission is to promote agile software development concepts such as those set forth in the Agile Manifesto (agilemanifesto.org), to create a public forum for the exchange of practice information, and to create opportunities for the professional development of members.

Sponsorship

As a firm or organization considering sponsorship, we assume that you also share an interest in promoting professionalism in the discipline of agile software development.

In order to establish a relationship with corporate communities, to provide a forum for the introduction of services and tools to our members, and to raise funds to further our mission, Agile Austin has defined a four tiered sponsorship package.  

The four tiers are Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  Each succeeding tier provides additional benefits and opportunities to present your message to our membership and demonstrate your support of the agile community in Central Texas.

We hope that you will find a level of support just right for your needs.

Sponsorship Tiers

Platinum  ($2500 or more)

· Company logo silk-screened on each Agile Austin member’s coffee mug or T-Shirt
· Make two product / service announcements per year at monthly meetings.
· All company employees receive 33% membership dues discount

· All company employees receive training discounts to the extent that we can offer. 

· All company employees receive discounted admission to “Distinguished Lectures.” 

· Multiple executives may be invited to Agile Austin Executive lunches.

· Large logo presence on Agile Austin meeting banner

· Platinum level Web placement

   
Gold ($1000)
· Make one product / service announcement per year at monthly meetings.
· All company employees receive training discounts to the extent that we can offer. 

· All company employees receive discounted admission to “Distinguished Lectures.” 

· Small logo silk-screened on coffee mug or T-Shirt

· Small logo presence on Agile Austin meeting banner

· Gold level Web placement
 
Silver ($500)
· All company employees receive training discounts to the extent that we can offer. 

· All company employees receive discounted admission to “Distinguished Lectures.”
· Silver level Web placement

Bronze ($250)
· Bronze level Web placement only

Specific Benefits

Our sponsorship packages include a number of specific benefits.  This section offers an expanded explanation of those benefits.

Coffee mug / T-shirt logos – Agile Austin intends to distribute coffee mugs, t-shirts or similar items to each member as they join (2008/09 – t-shirts; 2009/10 – coffee mugs; 2010/11 – coffee mugs).  On one side, the Agile Austin logo will be emblazoned.  On the other, we will silk screen the logos of our Platinum sponsors.  Our highest level of sponsorship provides you with an ideal medium to take your company logo straight into the working spaces and conference rooms of our members throughout Central Texas.  In this manner, a one time contribution can generate years of public exposure.

Reduced Membership fees – Our Platinum sponsors may extend the educational benefits of Agile Austin membership to all of their employees at one third off the normal annual cost.  This can enlarge the working agile community within your firm, foster new relationships, and save money in refunded organizational dues.

Product / Service announcements - You have products and services that have value to the agile community.  We are an agile community that is actively interested in learning about agile tools and services.  These interests can combine by announcing them to our membership in our monthly meetings.  What we’ve found works best is a minute or less pitch followed by a brief example of how you can help our membership.  Our Platinum sponsors may announce twice per year and our gold sponsors may announce once per year.  Please coordinate with the VP of Agile Austin for timing / approach.
Banner placement - A banner will be commissioned with the Agile Austin logo.  This banner will be prominently displayed at all Agile Austin meetings.  Large versions of our Platinum sponsor’s logos will be screened onto this banner.  Smaller versions of our Gold sponsor’s logos will also be placed on the banner.

Training Discounts - Above all, Agile Austin is focused on elevating the professionalism of individuals and groups practicing agile techniques.  Training is a primary vehicle to accomplish this goal.  To the extent that we are able, we intend to offer to our Platinum, Gold and Silver sponsors discounted access to hosted training events.  Such discounts can quickly justify the cost of a sponsorship package if your firm reimburses employee training costs.

Lecture discounts - Agile Austin intends to conduct a premium lecture series with presentations by notable authors and industry visionaries.  There will be an admission fee to attend these “Distinguished Lectures”.  The employees of Platinum, Gold and Silver sponsors will receive a discounted admission rate.

Web placement - All sponsorship will be acknowledged on the Agile Austin website.  Each successive level of sponsorship; Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, will be recognized by increasing the size of the company name and logo, the prominence of placement, and amount of descriptive text.

Contact
We wish to make it easy for you to establish a relationship with us.  Although our Vice President and Treasurer are primarily responsible for sponsor relations, any one of our board members will be pleased to assist you with answers to questions or to coordinate the benefits of your sponsorship.  You may reach them at:

President@AgileAustin.org
VicePresident@AgileAustin.org (Primary sponsor contact)

Treasurer@AgileAustin.org (Primary sponsor contact)

Programs@AgileAustin.org
Communications@AgileAustin.org
To become an Agile Austin sponsor, please provide us with the following information:

· Name of your organization or firm

· Mailing address 

· Name of primary contact
· eMail address of primary contact

· Phone number of primary contact

· Your chosen sponsorship level

· Logo images suitable for silk-screening if Gold or Platinum sponsor
· Contribution amount for chosen level of sponsorship

If you wish to mail a check, please make it out to “Agile Austin” for the sponsorship level you choose and direct it to:

Agile Austin Treasurer
3908 Hyridge Drive
Austin, Texas 78759
If you wish to electronically transfer money directly into our Bank Account, please contact our Treasurer, Yasser Farra, at the email address above for routing instructions.

Thank You

Our objective is to develop a lasting symbiotic relationship with corporate partners and organizations that share our passion for agile development.  We feel that we can offer real value and opportunity to such firms in exchange for their sponsorship.  We hope you agree.  

Feedback is necessary for us to achieve these objectives.  If you have comments or suggestions about our sponsorship package, please let us hear from you.  We will do our best to work with you to incorporate new features that meet your needs.

Finally, thank you for your support.  The success of our organization clearly depends upon the alliances and relationships that we build and the program that we deliver.  We understand that everyone; our organization, our members, your firm, and your employees, can benefit from such a strategic partnership.  
We welcome the beginning of such a relationship with your firm.

